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I want to express thanks to our outstanding administrators, teachers, and

staff members who directly take care of our students. Our faculty and staff

put student safety first and dedicate their hearts and actions to expanding

opportunities for growth and learning for all. I witness the quality of

instruction, the commitment to students first, and the focus on equity at every

campus as I walk through classrooms. I hear it in the expressions of gratitude

when I visit with parents, grandparents, and Nixa community members. I truly

believe that we have the best group of educators in the state and that is cause

for celebration. Most importantly, I want to acknowledge our students. I am

proud to see their growth and achievements under the care and support of

our teachers and staff. I have experienced amazing oral presentations,

seasonal choral and instrumental performances, a theatre performance,

academic competitions, athletic events, and so much more. Nixa students

continue to shine brightly. While student achievement and perseverance

continue to make us proud, even more lasting are the triumphs and challenges

that students share with one another. 

As we celebrate the holiday season, I encourage you to reflect on the things

and people who are truly important in your lives. It’s important for all of us to

step back and put things into perspective and appreciate our blessings. It is in

togetherness that we continue to make the greatest impact. What we find to

share and celebrate with one another is perhaps the greatest gift to be given

or received this season. Thank you for your commitment to our students. 

My wife Monica and I wish you and your family a joyous and special holiday

season with plenty of time to relax and enjoy family and friendships. Safe

travels and warm blessings to each and every one of you. 

We’ll see you in 2020!

Warm Regards,

A Letter from Dr. Loden...

Dr. Loden

Believe or not, winter break is almost here. I have to say, getting to experience all four seasons in

the Ozarks has been enjoyable. I’ve also learned that, at times, you can experience all four of them

in the same week. We have had an awesome first semester, and the time has flown by so quickly.





EXPANDING
ELEMENTARY

CLUBS

PAGE 6

Nixa is working to expand access to students in various
activities. As we grow as a district, not everyone can
participate in things like they could when Nixa was
smaller, so the district expanded opportunities into
elementary school as well as at the junior high and
high school levels. High Pointe Elementary started
taking every Wednesday morning as a "club day."
Students were able to apply for a club of their choice.
Club options include LEGO club, entrepreneur club,
fixer-upper club, news crew, yearbook club, and many
others. The club meets before school to ensure that all
students, including those who ride the bus, have the
option to be involved with an extracurricular activity. 

Many clubs happen after school or early in the day, so
kids who ride the bus are often excluded. We want all
students to feel like they are a part of the school. Two
teachers at JTSD have started a disc golf club for 5th
and 6th graders. The students meet and play disc golf
and learn a new sport and activity. There is an after
school art club at Summit where students can keep
their creative energy going outside of class. This
expansion has opened up a door for continual growth
of access.
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YEARBOOK CLUB

NEWS CLUB

FRISBEE GOLF

MATH CLUB
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GET TO KNOW
JEAN HAMILTON ,
NIXA'S SUPPORT

STAFF OF THE YEAR

If you could have any superpower, what would yours be? 
The ability to put maximum love towards others and self in every
person’s mind and heart.

What is something that motivates you each day? 
Helping others. I feel like this happens everyday at work and I love
being here.

What keeps you organized?
My staff and great administrative assistants!

What is your favorite zoo animal? 
Monkeys. I think they seem to have a sense of humor!

How are you a team player? 
I honestly believe that every member of a team has the right to
express their opinions and should be listened to. Thoughts and
decisions should be discussed and the best ideas honored.

If you had to pick a color that you would be, what is it?
I love blue, but I think I would have to say green. It symbolizes life
to me and is a mixture of blue, which I feel symbolizes truth or
realness, and yellow, which makes me think of happiness and
warmth.

What is the best piece of advice you have to offer? 
Give to others; it gives you both happiness. Be totally honest with
yourself and others. Laugh at yourself!
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Who would play you in a movie about your life? 
Meryl Streep

What is the hardest life lesson you have ever learned? 
Not to allow others' negativity or negative choices to influence
who I can be.

If you could invent any golden rule, what would it be? 
I think I would just add to the current golden rule:
“Do unto others as you would like others to do unto you” ...and
make sure everything is done in honor, loving, kind and respectful
ways.

What do you like to do in your free time?
Dance, read, bike local trails, spend time with friends/family, work
on home-fix-up projects, hike, fish, and see beautiful scenery.

Where is the best place you have ever traveled to?
My most memorable trip was following Lewis and Clark’s trail from
Missouri to the Pacific Ocean. Going down the same paths,
traveling down rivers, camping where they camped, standing in
rivers they stood in, putting our feet in the ocean where they did
while reading “Undaunted Courage - Lewis Memoirs.” We read the
excerpts of  their experiences in the locations we were at each day
on our trip. .



Academic Hall
of Fame

Athletic Hall of
Fame

Nixa Public Schools is currently
seeking nominations for the
Athletic Hall of Fame.  Nominees
must have graduated from Nixa
High School at least 10 years ago
(2010 or before).  Selection will
mainly be based on what the
nominee did during his or her time
in high school and the athletic
successes achieved during that
time.

To nominate, go to
www.nixaathletics.net/halloffame
Deadline:  Dec. 20, 2019

Nixa Public Schools is currently
seeking nominations for the

Academic Hall of Fame.  Nominees
must have graduated from Nixa

High School at least 10 years ago
(2010 or before).  Selection will
mainly be based the academic

achievements in school,
achievements post graduation,

and the contribution to their
community/society. 

 
To nominate, go to

www.nixaalumni.net
Deadline: Feb. 1, 2020

NOMINATE
A NIXA
GRAD
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Q: Do you have any advice on leadership?
A: Listen, you have to be willing to listen to the
individuals who are influenced by your decisions.

Q: What are the most important leadership

principles to you?

A: I believe in servant leadership. As a principal my job
is to serve our students and teachers. Collaborative
decision making and shared leadership are also
important.

Q: What do you want to see most for Nixa Schools?
A: I want us to be producing graduates who are both
college and/or career ready. I want post-secondary
institutions and employers to see that our graduates
have the skills, knowledge, and character to be
successful in whatever direction they choose to go.

Q: How is your vision coming to life in our school
district?
A: Each and everyday encouraging individuals to be the
best teachers they can be.

Nixa students are proving that the
education they receive in our
community’s schools is providing
problem-solving, critical thinking,
reading, and other skills in addition to  
learning to apply information from
workplace documents and
mathematical reasoning to solve
problems to prepare them for the
workplace after graduation.

GETTING TO KNOW 
DR. KELLY 
GETTING TO KNOW 
DR. KELLY 
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Q&A WITH NHS PRINCIPAL

Q: In five years what new things do you imagine Nixa to have or be doing?
A: I am excited to see the upgrades to our stadium, the new performing arts center, and the completion of the
third floor infill with classrooms. I believe these will provided unique opportunities for our students and
community.

Q:When someone describes you, what would you like to hear them say?
A: That I care about each individual student who enters the high school everyday.
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AN INTERVIEW
WITH THE 

HOMECOMING
KING AND

QUEEN

What is your favorite thing to do outside of school?
S: I love to hang out with my friends and workout at the
gym.
W: Go thrift shopping, serve in my church, and take/edit
photos for social media.

If you could have any superpower, what would yours be?
S: I would love to have the power to read people’s minds.
W: To fly because I love to travel.

If there was a movie made about your life, who would play
you?
S: Tom Hanks
W: Drew Barrymore because everyone says I look like her.

If you could invent any golden rule, what would it be?
S: Find your passion and chase it with all you’ve got.
W: Accept everyone for who they are and who they want to
be.

If you had to pick a color that you would be, what is it?
S: Blue, my favorite color. 
W: Yellow, because I’m always happy.
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SAM KRAUSESAM KRAUSE

WHITNEY RHODESWHITNEY RHODES

When you go to elect a Homecoming King or Queen what
qualities do you look for?
S: I think it is important to elect someone who is nice,
personable, and kind.
W: Someone who is inclusive of everyone and shows
kindness to their peers and teachers.

If you didn’t have to sleep what would you do with the extra
time?
S: I would spend the extra time traveling - it is one of the best
ways to meet new people and make connections.
W: Watch movies.

What is the hardest life lesson you have ever had to learn?
S: I have had to learn that I cannot please everyone no matter
how hard I try.
W: Being a perfectionist. I have learned that it's okay to fail
and that I am never going to be perfect.

Where is the best place you have ever traveled to?
S: Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.
W: A mission trip to Nicaragua.

What is your favorite meal?
S: Buffalo Chicken Wings, there is literally nothing better.
W: Anything chicken related.

What is something that motivates you each day?
S: My career aspirations.
W: Waking up and knowing that God has called me for a
purpose.



NIXA HIGH
SCHOOL
YEARBOOK
WINS CSPA
SILVER
MEDALIST
AWARD

PUTTING THE
SPOTLIGHT ON
NIXA

2020 Best District
Nixa school district
was rated by NICHE
as the best school
district in the
Springfield, MO
area.The 2020 Best
School Districts
ranking is based on a
rigorous analysis

of key statistics and millions of reviews from
students and parents in data from the U.S.
Department of Education. Ranking factors include
state test scores, college readiness, graduation
rates, SAT/ACT scores, teacher quality, and more.

Congratulations to the Nixa High School journalism program for
winning the Silver Medalist award from the Columbia Scholastic
Press Association for the 2019 yearbook!

Among the judge's comments about the 2019 Eagle yearbook,
"Please congratulate yourselves on packing a lot of information on
these pages- I can tell you've taken time to talk to as many students
as possible and are filling caption mini-stories to get that coverage
in."  

Students who were part of the 2019 Eagle yearbook staff: 

Skyla Chitwood, editor-in-chief
Kaitlyn Byrd  
Jadyn Clark  
Abby Gagnepain  
Briana Jenkins  
Kaitlyn Jones  
Savannah James
Samantha Lammers

The 2019-2020 Inman Intermediate 6th Grade
Select Choir has been selected to preform at the
82nd Annual Missouri Music Educators Association
Confrence in January. Inman was one of three
Elementary choirs from the entire state of Missouri
to be selected.

Inman Goes to MMEA

Magazine Features
Maria Biondo's
drawing of her fall
still life made the
front cover of
Missouri Art
Education
Association's Show-
Me Art Magazine.
Haylen McKnelly
was also featured
inside the
magazine.

Nixa Principal Recieves
Award 

Cheryl Huson was awarded the Youth Mental
Health Advocate of the Year award from Burrell
Behavioral Health. She is the first person to ever
receive this award.

Mia Paladino
Myah Snider
Alyssa Stewart
Malorie Teter
Addison Towe
FIona Webster
Cover drawing by Nadia May

TERESA GRIGG
NAMED 2019
HEALTH CARE
CHAMPIONS
NURSE
Teresa Grigg has been a nurse
with Nixa Schools since 2015. She
has been a nurse for over 24
years and has her bachelor's
from Arkansas State University.
Congratulations to Teresa Grigg,
she is a key component to the
safety and care of the kids at
Nixa.
“I am a nurse wherever I go,
helping others is my favorite
thing to do and I have the
privilege to impact the health of
so many in our community every
day.”



JROTC Places 5th at VEX

Nixa JROTC competed in their first VEX Robotics competition of the
season where they finished 5th out of 25 teams. The team is
comprised of AJ McNeal (Driver), Aiden Ewald (Co-Driver), Caelyn
Bainto, Ariel Sheckley, Jay Vo (Driver), Hunter Greenwalt, and Micah
Cranfield.

Teacher Academy
Nixa High School has
created a new program,
the Teacher Academy,
where seniors can get
professional experience
by working alongside
teachers in the
classroom. This is a dual
credit course and is a
part of the Family and
Consumer Sciences
(FACS) curriculum.

Sometimes we all just need
a little inspiration. Nixa
Junior High faculty traveled
to Crestview Middle School
just outside of St. Louis.
During their visit, it was
evident that reading was a
big part of their routine.
NJH took action and implemented a mandatory 10-15 (all faculty and students) reading-time every day.
Since this initiative, there has been a clear and apparent change in reading amongst the students.

STOMPing out Bullying

High Pointe students wrote and drew positive messages in chalk
outside of the school for kids to see as they walk into the building.
STOMP Out Bullying and Kindness in Chalk Day was a day for kids
to wear blue and talk about the importance of spreading kindness
to STOMP out bullying. 
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NJH
Reading
Initiative



Century Elementary's classroom additions
will begin in the spring/summer of 2020

and be completed by the fall of 2021.

Nixa has been in the planning stages for the last several months getting ready to begin some of the major
construction projects from the April 2019 ballot issues.

Eagle Stadium's construction will begin in early 2020 and should be completed by the fall football season. 
 The stadium's new design has been adjusted over the past several months to ensure all needs and
requirements will be met for the high school and the district.

The stadium remodel will include all new bleachers, after the cost difference between keeping the current
ones with an addition and adding all new bleachers was found to be minimal.

A new concession stand and plaza area will allow fans and the community to gather before the start of the
game and experience more activities rather than just standing in line for hours before the game starts.  The
visitor's section will have its own concession and restroom area.

Century's classroom addition will happen in the 2020-21 school year and will be open for the 2021-22
school year.  This will allow the district to bring the 4th grade classes back home for that year.

Work on finalizing the plans for the Performing Arts Center will begin in the spring of 2020 to allow for the
bidding process to begin soon after and work to begin in the fall/winter of 2020.

For regular pictures and updates, make sure and visit www.nixabondissue.net.

BUILD, BUILD, BUILD.

NIXA BEGINS CONSTRUCTION ON AND LAYS OUT TIMELINE FOR 2019 BALLOT ISSUE PROJECTS



OPEN FALL
2020

EAGLE STADIUM



WINGSPAN WINS GALLUP AWARD
The student staff of Wingspan, Nixa High School Journalism's quarterly news magazine, won a George J. Gallup Award from
the Quill and Scroll International Honor Society. 

The Gallup Award is the organization's top award for scholastic news publications. Wingspan was evaluated on these four
categories: General Practices, Writing and Editing, Coverage and Visuals. 

The judge's comments summarized Wingspan's scope of coverage: "Your newsroom is putting out a publication that lives up
to the highest standards of scholastic magazine journalism. The variety of issues covered is impressive, and the writing and
visual presentation is strong."

The award is based upon Wingspan issues completed during the 2018-19 school year. 
Students who were part of last year's Wingspan staff include the following:
Raegan Allen (editor-in-chief), Kaitlyn Byrd, Camlen Carlile-Davis, Lucy Cave, Macie Clark, Riley Harris, Kaitlyn Jones, Nadia
May, Carli Snyder, Alyssa Stewart, & Madalyn Tuning.
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WHAT IS A 

PLC?

The district has been using professional learning communities
(PLC) for several years, but a greater focus has been put in
place across the district.

According to the Glossary of Education Reform, "A professional
learning community, or PLC, is a group of educators that
meets regularly, shares expertise, and works collaboratively to
improve teaching skills and the academic performance of
students. The term is also applied to schools or teaching
faculties that use small-group collaboration as a form
of professional development."

The communities allow schools to share best practices and
help share strategies to make sure all students learn and
succeed, and when a focus needs to be placed in a particular
area, the entire school, grade level, or district can focus on
what needs to be done.



The Nixa Public Schools app is a FREE way for parents, teachers, students,
staff, and the community to access school information on their
smartphone and receive notifications on things going on in the school as
well as emergency and severe or winter weather notifications.  You can
find news, school and district calendars, and access many of our other
resources, all through one app.
 
To get the app on your phone, just go to the Apple or Google Play store
and search for Nixa Public Schools.
Once installed, the app will ask if you would like to receive push
notifications (this is also a part of your phone’s settings). If you would like
to, answer ‘yes’
 
Make sure you ‘follow’ your child’s school to get notifications, info in the
stream, and see that school’s calendar. Once in the app, click the ‘settings’
icon.  Click on “Follow Schools” and then select the schools you would like
to follow.  Under each school, make sure that you have marked “Receive
Inbox Messages” and also have marked any other things you would like to
receive.

As we add new features, classes, and information, you will want to revisit
the “Follow Schools” tab to make sure you are subscribed to everything at
the school you would like to see.

Stay Connected With 
The Nixa App
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SCORE
BUILDING
REMODEL

BY SAMANTHA BROWN
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NAMED IN HONOR OF  GLENN R. SCOTT

SCORE campus of Nixa High School has always been in a leased
building since moving to it's current location. This summer, the
district was able to purchase that building. To celebrate, the
district refreshed the interior of the building, adding some
exterior upgrades, and gave the building a special name, Glenn
R. Scott SCORE Campus. 

"Glenn has been a member of the Nixa Public School board for
34 years. His heart is invested in the school district, and his
passion is in the high school SCORE campus," states school
board president, Scott McDonald. 

SCORE was established in 1998 as a way to provide students
who need a smaller class size and extra focus a place to be
successful. In 22 years this campus has had over 440 graduates,
not including the expected graduating class for 2020.

"The students here have challenges that most students don’t
have, and that’s my background. If there was an alternative
school when I was growing up I would’ve been a student,”
Glenn said. 

The SCORE building and initiative is 100% funded by the
district with no additional financial assistance. The ownership
of SCORE is possible because of the care and dedication of
everyone invested, specifically the board of education. The
board of education has seen the benefit to the students and
continues to designate funding for the school.

The ribbon cutting this fall was held by the Nixa Area Chamber
of Commerce and welcomed community members and leaders,
media, educators, administrators, and students to celebrate the
program.

The greatest achievement of the day was keeping this a secret
from Glenn Scott since it is in his daily travel around Nixa
buildings, especially SCORE. 

The moment of the name reveal left Mr. Scott speachless, but
he was able to state, “I love these kids, Nixa Schools, and
SCORE means a lot to me. This is such an honor.”



Why is learning so important to you? 
There is always something new you can learn. When you learn something new it builds upon other things you already know. It
helps us grow individually so we can become the best person we can be.

What is an accomplishment you are most proud of?
I had a book published in 2015.

If you could have dinner with anyone alive or dead, who would it be? 
My grandpa.  I never had the opportunity to meet him and it would be nice to get that experience.

What is the hardest life lesson you have ever had to learn?
 Sometimes painful things can teach us lessons we didn't know we needed to know.

What made you decide to become a teacher? 
I love working with others and watching others grow. I also had a great art teacher who helped me realize my love of art and
helping others learn.

What is your favorite part of teaching so far? 
Watching students understand a lesson and grow as an artist.

If you could have any superpower, what would yours be?
Super speed

If you had to pick a color that you would be, what is it?
Red because its my favorite color.

What is the best piece of advice you have to offer? 
Always try your best, things will work out.

If your pet could talk, what would they say about you? 
That they like the cheese I give them.

If you could invent any golden rule, what would it be? 
Always be kind with your actions and words.

Q & A WITH A
TEACHER: JOHN ROSE



"WE

CAN'T EXIST

WITHOUT

THE SUPPORT

OF OUR

COMMUNITY"



Our success this year started over 20 years ago. We made some immediate

changes with a new show designer and started the design process even earlier

than in the past. I believe that this year's success is the result of a steady and

systematic approach utilizing processes in a consistent manner. I’m proud of the

willingness of the students to try whatever we asked them to do. The band

rallied around the goal of creating a unique piece of art and that creates a

powerful bond, one that will transcend the show itself. The show was brief and

the awards won’t be remembered long term, but the work ethic and memories

of what a great performance feels like will last for years. While we had a very

successful year we are always looking for what’s next. We have announced to

our band students and their families that for the 2020 marching season we will

be competing at the Bands of America Grand Nationals competition in

Indianapolis. This is the biggest stage in the marching band world and will be a

tremendous experience for our students and their growth as performers. The

support for the parents and community is vital to our continued growth and

success. We can't exist without the support of the community. The community

funds our students learning, and band isn’t a cheap subject. Our booster group

provides additional funding to supplement the schools resources and we also

received a $1000 grant from the Nixa Education Foundation. While funds buy

instruments, music, and gets us to our competitions, it really is the other level of

support we receive that is priceless: the cheers at the football games, the

moving of props at our contests, and the welcome home parties that take place

in the parking lot after each trip. Those are the actions that are next-level. We

are proud of the consistency that exists all the way from staffing, to funding, to

how we approach learning. Consistency will always be rewarded and move us

forward. 

BAND
SUCCESS

A Note of t
hanks

CRAIG FINGER
DIRECTOR OF BANDS
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LIFE AS A TEACHER
Q & A with Beth Clippard

In your years of teaching, what is one memory you will cherish forever?
There are so many, but I always cherish seeing former students who remember
how I made them feel when I was their teacher.

Why teaching? 
Teaching provides you with the opportunity to impact and make a difference
in the lives of children in the hopes that they will become lifelong learners.

Why is learning so important? 
We never stop learning, and when we learn, we try new ideas/experiences and
grow in confidence as individuals. 

What is something that motivates you each day? 
My family and the challenge of teaching and the relationships that I have
made with my students.

Beth has been a teacher for 21 years, which means she has

quite a bit of wisdom to impart. We asked her some

questions about being her and her life as a teacher. 

What do your students teach you? 
Patience, grace, and unadulterated joy!

What is the hardest life lesson you have ever had to learn? 
That each day is a gift, never take it for granted. Eat the cake, buy the shoes, take the trip and use the good china!

If you could have any superpower, what would yours be? 
To be able to see into the future.

When someone describes you, what would you like to hear them say? 
It’s not necessarily what I would want them to say, but rather how I made them feel. I hope I made them feel welcomed and appreciated. 

If you could invent any golden rule, what would it be? 
It’s pretty hard to beat the original Golden Rule. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

What is the best piece of advice you have to offer? 
This too shall pass and enjoy the moments. It’s all about creating memories!

If your pet could talk, what would they say about you? 
“You’re the only one who really gets me!”

If there was a movie made about your life, who would play you? 
Sally Field

If you had to pick a color that you would be, what is it? 
Purple



Winter Weather Info
One of the decisions that face a district each year is the decision whether to cancel school for the day, call a
Two-Hour Late Start to school, dismiss school early, or not call off school during inclement weather or other
situations. The decision involves consideration of multiple issues, but, in the final analysis, it all comes down to a
subjective (albeit, informed) judgment call. 

When a decision is made we will send out a notification on the district app if you have that option activated.  We
will also send out a district-wide phone call.  Calls or app alerts (and texts if the app isn't working) will go out
prior to 10 p.m. the night before or after 5:15 a.m. the day of a no-school or late-start day.  We hope these times
will serve to inform you while accommodating your schedules.  This will be in addition to television, radio,
website, Facebook, and Twitter announcements.  If you do not receive an app notification or call, we do
encourage you to check the other options.  We cannot guarantee your phone service lets the notification
through, so having a backup notification is always a good option. 

In the event of school being dismissed early, the call/app notification will go out as soon as the decision has
been made so that you have as much time to plan as possible. As is the case with a “No School Day,” it is, of
course, the parents/guardians’ responsibility to make the necessary arrangements for this change of schedule.
This responsibility is the same for a late-start day.  

If a late-start decision is made, all buses will run two hours later than their normal Monday-Thursday schedule
regardless of the day, and school will begin two hours later than the normal Tuesday-Friday start time.  For
example, the high school would start at 9:30 for a two-hour late start, even if the late start was on a Monday.  For
ELC and ECC late start information, go to the About Us section of www.nixaearlychildhood.net.
If you as a parent feel it is unsafe to have your child(ren) attend school, please know that decision continues to
be yours…one the school district will respect. However, all absences will be recorded. Only verified weather-
related absences (areas where our bus routes have been canceled) will be treated as “excused.” This decision
(excused/unexcused) will be made by the building principal alone.

In an attempt to provide a service to those who wish to drop off their child(ren) at school on their way to work in
the morning of a late-start day, the building principal will have someone near the front door to welcome your
child(ren) to school beginning at 7:30 a.m. (grades 5-12) and 8:30 a.m. (grades PreK-4). 
Hopefully those students taking the bus will continue to do so, especially since it is one of the safest ways of
traveling during bad weather. We are also asking parents who typically take their child(ren) to school to continue
to do so, just two hours later than normal. 

The fundamental purpose of a Two-Hour Late Start is to allow the early morning weather conditions and
daylight to improve, thus making travel safer for those we serve.  

Questions? Please contact your principal or central office at 417-724-6200. We will be more than happy to
discuss this information with you. Thank you. 




